
Time to play! 
Summer is still here.

Shut off  
the screens 

and play! 
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Message from the President    

is published quarterly and is  
distributed free of charge to the 
membership of Reach Child and 

Youth Development Society.

If you would like to sub-
scribe or unsubscribe call                          

604-946-6622 ext. 0  or email 
info@reachdevelopment.org and 
write “newsletter” as subject line.  

Submissions are welcome.  
Children’s writing or artwork is   
welcome.  Please include your    
contact information with your 

submission.  

Submissions can be emailed to 
cathyn@reachchild.org with 

“newsletter” in the subject line, 
faxed to 604-946-6622 (please 
do not fax artwork), mailed or 

dropped off at the front desk.  For 
more information about the “in-
side reach” newsletter please call 

604-946-6622 ext.337.

#3 - 3800 72nd Street  
Delta B.C. V4L 1G9

604-946-6622  Fax: 604-946-6223
info@reachdevelopment.org
www.reachdevelopment.org 

Reach Play and Learn Centre
11425 84th Avenue  

North Delta, BC  V4C 2L9 
604-501-1502 Fax: 604-501-1359

               By the look of our 
recent weather 
patterns, it must be 
time for the PNE 
to open its doors 
for the annual two 
weeks of rides, 
exhibits, mini 
donuts, and cotton 
candy.  The truth 

is, water falling from the sky is like liquid 
gold.  Vancouverites are the only people in 
the world who complain about rain, and at 
this time of year, even Vancouverites are 
welcoming it as much needed relief for our 
forests and lawns.

And we should take heed of this, seeking out 
the positive side of situations that we cannot 
control anyway.  Our very special children 
and young adults, more than anyone, need 
somebody taking the positive side on their 
behalf.  Our teachers and government, for 
example, have to raise themselves above the 
sometimes petty tactics  of a strike situation 
to seek out the positive and also act upon 
the best interests of students and families 
in addition to their own agendas.  For one I 
would be very disappointed to see this strike 
situation push into September where it will 

have a significant impact on students and 
their families.

Through generous donations of time, 
space, and clothing, games, books, and 
toys Reach is very pleased to have opened 
“FINDS”, our new thrift store in the heart 
of Ladner.  Not only does this provide a 
source for these items at a very reasonable 
cost, it also provides volunteer and 
leadership opportunities to members of our 
community. I f you would like to be involved, 
I am sure we can find a spot where you 
can contribute and have a bit of fun doing 
it.  A thrift store is another great example 
of finding a positive outcome -  items that 
otherwise would have been discarded have a 
second chance to be useful, and at the same 
time, contribute to Reach’s ability to provide 
much needed services to our community.

All of us can do our part in finding the silver 
lining that is always present in our day to day 
situations, it’s just sometimes well hidden 
and takes a bit of effort to find it.

On behalf of the Reach Society Board of 
Directors,

Rob vanSpronssen
President

 Like, follow, look and watch . There are lots of ways to connect to Reach . 
Visit us at www.reachdevelopment.org to link to all of our social media. 

2013/2014 Board of Directors
Reach Child and Youth Development Society : 
Rob vanSpronssen, President; Tom Siba, Treasurer; Marcia McCafferty, Director; Phyllis 

With, Director; Karen Ostrom, Director; Donna Burke, Director; Leslie Senft, Director

Reach Child and Youth Charitable Foundation:
Barbara Wallick , Chair; Tom Siba, Treasurer; Agnes Douglas, Director; Valerie Bartlett,  

Director; Norman Stark, Director; Katherine Bamford, Director; Tanya Corbet, Director; 
Joan Hansen, Director; Linda Ottho, Director; Bob Mann, Director



You’re invited to join Reach Society and Reach Foundation 
as we celebrate the 55th Anniversary of  Reach Child and Youth Development Society

 FROM SEEDS TO LEAVES  
An interactive discussion will update attendees on exciting  

new developments with Reach, including: 
• New and enhanced Reach programming  
for children and youth and their families 

• Our capital campaign to build a new child  
development centre in Ladner 
• FINDS thrift store in Ladner

October 1, 2014
5:30 (registration) – 8pm

Delta View Centre 9321 Burns Drive Road, Delta, BC 
Buffet Indian Dinner 

Upcoming at Reach 

Mark your calendars for the 

3rd annual 
Rockin for Reach 

benefit concert & dance 

Featuring Vancouver’s legendary bluesman 
Jim Byrnes 

with  headline band Incognito

PLUS
•50/50 draw       • Silent “ROCKTION” 

• Rock N’ Roll Photobooth     • Food Truck
• Cash bar     • Giant dance floor

Saturday November 8th, 2014 at 7:00p.m.
Kinvillage Community Centre 5430 10th Ave Tsawwassen

Tickets $25 on sale in September  
at Reach or at Videoland Ladner 

(this event is for ages 19+)

ALL PROCEEDS GO TOWARDS THE REACH 
“BUILDING FOR CHILDREN TOGETHER” CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
TO BUILD A NEW CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTRE IN LADNER.

SUN SEPT 7

www.ImagineSouthlands.ca

B
oundary Bay Road

12th Ave

12th Ave

1st Ave

6th Ave

Delta Law OfficeTsawwassen
SATURDAY
MARKET

GRAB YOUR BIKES, KIDS & FRIENDS 
FOR A DAY OF BIKING & ACTIVITIES

A DAY IN SUPPORT OF ...

• Hayrides through Southlands
• Children’s Activities 
• Earthwise Farm & Garden Tours

Live Raptor 
Presentations

Beer 
Garden

Food  
Trucks

SCHEDULE of EVENTS
11-12pm  Cyclists gather @ Tsawwassen  

 Town Centre Mall by the Cottage

12:00pm Bike-In begins

12:15-4pm Festivities begin @ the Southlands  
 Market Square and Red Barn 
 Food trucks & beer garden accept cash only

Southlands Bike-In
SECOND ANNUAL

Music, Food Trucks and more!

Register at 604-946-6622 ext. 0 or atinfo@reachchild.orgby Tuesday September 23rd



the province that will provide families with one-stop, convenient 
access to a range of services and supports, information and 
referrals.  The Early Years Strategy is an eight-year government 
commitment to improve the accessibility, affordability and quality 
of early-years programs and services for families with young 
children. 

Reach will report more on the 
Early years Centre as it develops.  
Learn more at B.C. Early Years 
Strategy: www.mcf.gov.bc.ca/early_
childhood/pdf/FamiliesAgenda_
EarlyYearsStrategy_web.pdf 

 

Reach Child and Youth Development Society is proud to announce 
we are among twelve community organizations throughout the 
province that have been selected to host new BC Early Years Centres 
that will help support families with children aged 0-6. 

Each centre will offer a variety of programs, services and supports 
tailored to the needs of their community. 

The sites were chosen by a cross-ministry selection panel that 
included representatives from the ministries of Children and Family 
Development, Education and Health, and are located in a diverse 
mix of urban, rural and Aboriginal communities.  Each centre will 
receive $52,000 from the Provincial Office for the Early Years for this 
fiscal year as part of a $5.5-million investment over three years.

This is the provinces first step, as part of the B.C. Early Years 
Strategy, to implement a network of Early Years Centres throughout 

Farewell Joni!  
Last month we bade farewell to Joni Wright as she packed her 
bags for Ontario to open a health food business.  Joni joined 
Reach in early 2010 as a volunteer cooking with youth in the 
Kids Friendship Club and Teen Social Saturday’s program.  She 
then joined the Reach Foundation Board of Directors and Events 
Committee.  In 2012 Joni was hired as the Reach Fundraising and 
Events Coordinator and, among many other things, coordinated 
Reach’s inaugural and second annual Reach for the Stars gala 
with grand success. Joni worked tirelessly in her role and was 

warm and welcoming to everyone she 
met.  Thank you Joni for supporting 
Reach as both a volunteer and staff, 
and making a huge difference in the 
lives of children and youth.  We are 
thrilled to welcome Karen Horn to 
the position of Reach Fundraising 
Coordinator.

old newspaper columns Dear Abby) where the sibs would answer 
questions about sibling related concerns in a group setting, arts 
and crafts, fun snacks and lots of sharing.  At the end, a program 
evaluation by participants revealed that the worst thing about 
sibshops was “going home at the end of the day.” 

The sibshops model acknowledges that being the brother or sister 
of a person with exceptional needs is for some a good thing, others 
a not-so-good thing, and for many, somewhere in-between.  They 
reflect a belief that brothers and sisters have much to offer one 
another — if they are given a chance. 

For more information on the sibshops model check out the 
sibshops website at http://www.siblingsupport.org 

Information on upcoming Reach sibshops will be posted on the 
Reach website at www.reachdevelopment.org and in our weekly 
e-bulletin: sign up at pamc@reachdevelopment.org

This July, Positive 
Connections held their 
annual sibshops program. 
Four action packed sibling 
related days, provided 
siblings of children with 
exceptional needs the 
opportunity to connect, 
play and discuss their roles 
as siblings.  Reach Positive 
Connections staff Pam 
Collins, Sophie Nenno and 

Heather Anderson-Pickell, as well as Devon Collins (a sib himself) 
provided an environment for peer support and sharing of expertise 
on being a sib.  Siblings connected quickly and had much to offer 
one another.  Fun active games included Dear Aunt Blabby (like the 

Join the Reach Events Team!!
We are welcoming individuals who like to take dreams and ideas and shape them into fabulous  events, who enjoy meeting great people, & who have a passion for helping their community! 

Seeking volunteers for our 3 annual fundraising events:Rockin’ for Reach, a benefit dance in 
 y

Tsawwassen, November 2014Reach for the Stars, our gala dinner 
 y

in Ladner, April 2015 McHappy Day at McDonald’s restaurants 
• 

in Ladner and Tsawwassen. May 2015 We would love to tell you more! Contact Karen Horn at at 604-946-6622 ext.372 or at karenh@ reachchild.org Thank you!!!  

Summer fun at Reach Sibshops

Reach part of new BC Early Years Centres opening for families 



On Saturday, 
August 16th 
Century 
Group 
held an 
Appreciation 
Day for all of 
its tenants 
providing 

them and their families with an afternoon 
of fun, food, games and conversation with 
their neighbours.  Century capitalized on the 
opportunity by reaching out to the tenants 
asking them to come to the event with 
items to donate to Reach’s new children’s 
thrift store.  The thrift store, called Finds, is 
a volunteer run thrift store in Ladner with 
100% of all sales going towards early child 
development programs at Reach. 

“ What an amazing community partner 
Century Group has become, including its 
enthusiastic group of community minded 

staff,  giving back and  helping to build 
community for Reach and its tenants!” said 
Reach Executive Director Renie D’Aquila.

Reach received a van full of clothing and toys 
donated by Century’s generous tenants, all 
to be sold at the thrift store. 

“In addition to meeting and having fun 
with Century tenants, we recruited  a 
number of volunteers for our Reach for 
the Stars and Rockin’ for Reach fundraising 
events,” continued D’Aquila.  “This included 
an experienced fundraiser and several 
potential volunteers to work in Finds thrift 
store.  Securing new volunteers was a real 
unexpected and valuable bonus!  Local artist 
Michael Duncan dropped by Reach’s booth 
and offered to donate us a painting with a 
value of $200 for  one of our silent auctions.  
We were able to talk to many families about 
Reach and our services and programs and 
to help connect a few families with young 
children that are new to our community 

Community Champions Spotlight: Century Group 
Century Group Tenants Donate to FINDS Thrift Store

There is a growing movement in the US, Europe and more recently in Canada towards the naturaliza-
tion of kindergarten and early learning environments.  Scientific research is revealing that immersive 
time in nature fosters a child’s intellectual, emotional, psychological and physical growth.  Other  
studies have shown that just 20 minutes spent outdoors improves concentration in children with 
attention-difficulties.  The new Nature Preschools and Forest Kindergartens have a unique approach  
to curriculum.

Reach Developmental Preschool South Delta has enhanced their curriculum with the principles of 
the nature preschool in mind. “The research shows this is a positive and progressive way of address-
ing children’s learning needs, “ says Renie D’Aquila Executive Director for Reach Society, “and it is 
something that fits so beautifully into our setting here in East Ladner being surrounded by farms and 
wildlife.” 

Reach Preschool in East Ladner opens up on to rural fields and farms where children can observe and learn about chickens and hens in  
their coops, llamas and donkeys grazing the fields, Delta’s native bird and plant species and insect and other bug life in the fields and ponds.

The natural landscape provide opportunities for playing with natural materials and exploring natural habitats.  Children will also be intro-
duced to sustainable living through a seed to plate program with a preschool garden, and surrounding small apple and pear orchard.

The preschool will continue to align its curriculum with kindergarten readiness skill development and learning outcomes of the BC Ministry 
of Education’s Provincial Early Learning Framework.  Reach has also improved parent services to help parents’ better support their 
child’s learning and development with an on-campus Parent Education Centre.  Parents will be able to access quality parenting 
books and videos and weekly handouts, and they will have access to the Centre’s laptop computer.  The centre will be  
supported by Parent Workshops open to the whole community and by online resources that parents can read and  
ultimately download.

Reach Preschool has programs in Ladner and North Delta
Registration is on now for Fall 2014

Call 604-946-6622 ext. 308 or email susieg@reachchild.org

Reach Preschool Registration on Now
Preschool’s New Nature Curriculum Takes Root In Ladners Rural Backdrop   

to  community resources like our 
public libraries and the family resource 
programs.”

Century Group has been a continual 
supporter of Reach as a sponsor at 
fundraising events and on September 
7th is donating all proceeds from it’s 
Southlands Bike In event to Reach’s 
new building project (see page 2 for 
information).

FINDS, Reach Childrens Thrift Store is  
open Tuesday to Saturday from 10am to 
2pm at 4927 Elliott Street, in Ladner. 

For information call 778-434-3244  
email finds@reachdevelopment.org,  
visit our website  
www.reachdevelopment.org/FINDS  
or like the Facebook page at  
www.facebook.com/
findschildrensthriftstore  



Time to Play! 

Summer is well upon 
us and it is a great time 
to remember all the 
benefits and joy that 
can come from playing 
with children. Play in 
a natural environment 
is important for 
stimulating healthy 
brain development. 
It allows children 
to use creativity to 
nurture and develop 
imagination, physical, 
cognitive and emotional 
skills.  Not only that, 
but when parents have 
quality play time with 
their children during 
the day, it helps form a 

loving, connected relationship and promotes attachment.

Physical activity and exercise also have a number of health benefits 
and reduce obesity.  Through physical play children receive 
valuable sensory feedback which can be generalized to other areas 
of development.  This sensory feedback is also beneficial and can 
be used when sitting still and reading and writing.

Knowing that play is important, here are a few things to keep in 
mind to help make the most of play time with children:

• Children need time for free play, so be careful about scheduling 
too many activities.  Children need time for unstructured activities, 
such as playing in the yard or at the park.
• Within your home, have a safe play area. This helps reduce 
conflict as you will not constantly tell your child “no”
• Follow your child’s lead. Give them a toy and see what they do 
with it.
• If you have run out of things to do, trust the old standbys of 
reading, singing and playing silly games, such as Follow the Leader.
• Toys that support healthy play include toys that engage the 
senses and allow children to use their imagination, such as sand, 
water, dolls or stuffed animals.  Great toys can be used in more 
than one way.  For example, nesting cups for babies are great for 
learning in and out and stacking, but can be good containers for 
older children for sorting items or bath play.

Lastly, keep in mind that The American Academy of Pediatrics 
recommends no screen time for children under two years of age 
and less than two hours per day for older children.  There are 
several reasons for this, including that screen time under the age 
of three is linked to irregular sleep patterns, delayed language 
acquisition and later attention span problems. 

Screen time can be habit forming and exposure to violence is linked 
to increased aggression in children. Time that children spend with 
screens means time that is not spent interacting with parents 
and less time engaged in language rich creative play and problem 
solving. 

So, play, play, play and have fun!

By Leora Shipley, Consultant, Reach Infant Development and Mother Goose Programs

With children going back to school, preschool or daycare 
and soon spending more time indoors, it is important to 
remind ourselves of the importance of hand washing. 
When kids come into contact with germs, they can 
unknowingly become infected simply by touching their 
eyes, nose, or mouth. Once they are infected, germs can 
quickly spread throughout a household or classroom. 

According to the CDC (Centre for Disease Control and 
Prevention) keeping hands clean is one of the most 
important ways to prevent the spread of infection and 
illness, from the common cold to more serious illnesses 
such as meningitis, bronchiolitis, influenza, hepatitis A, 
and most types of infectious diarrhea.
Handwashing is like a “do-it-yourself” vaccine—it involves 
five simple and effective steps (think Wet, Lather, Scrub, 
Rinse, Dry. )  To minimize the germs passed around your 
family, make frequent hand washing a rule for everyone, 
especially:

From the Reach Health and Safety Committee: 
Back to School Calls for Hand Hygiene. 

• before eating and cooking
• after using the bathroom
• after cleaning around the house
• after touching animals,  
   including family pets
• before and after visiting or  
   taking care of any sick friends  
   or relatives
• after blowing one’s nose,  
   coughing, or sneezing

• after being outside (playing,  
  gardening, walking the dog, etc.)
For more information visit the CDC 
website at  
www.cdc.gov/handwashing/



Date time & location Name of event and description To register....

September 17 & 18, 2014
Reg at 8 am
Executive Airport Plaza 
Hotel and Conference 
Centre,  Richmond, BC

1st Annual Canadian Social Thinking® Providers Conference   
Applying Social Thinking and Teaching Executive Function Skills: 
Keynote speakers: Joanne Gerenser, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, ABA and Social 
Thinking;  Sarah Ward, MS, CCC-SLP;  Michelle Garcia Winner, MA, 
CCC-SLP;  Pamela Crooke, Ph.D., CCC-SLP.  
The 1st Annual Canadian Social Thinking® Providers Conference is 
an opportunity for Canadian practitioners of Social Thinking to come 
together to learn, share ideas and network. 

Toll-free: 1-866-939-5188
Local: 604-205-5467
Fax: 604-205-5345 Email:
info@actcommunity.ca

http://www.actcommunity.ca/

Sunday September 28,
9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Science World /Olympic 
Village  First & Ontario 
Street  Vancouver, BC  
V3K 1N1 

Walk Now For Autism Speaks Canada 
This is a fun-filled, family friendly event to fund vital research, raise 
money to support family services programs, and heighten awareness 
about autism and the issues facing the local and national autism 
communities. Experience the power of thousands united by a single 
cause by joining Walk Now for Autism Speaks Canada. 

Contact Email  
janetanderson@autismspeakscan.ca 
Phone: 604-369-3471

http://www.autismspeaks.ca/events/
walk-now-for-autism-speaks/ 

October 9, 2014
Park Inn and Suites
898 West Broadway
Vancouver, BC

Bullying Intervention Strategies  - Responding for Prevention
Bullying represents a crisis not only for individuals, but also within 
relationships between targets, peers, families, organizations and 
the larger community. This workshop will push beyond attitudes 
and responses that rely solely on isolation and punishment and 
move towards more restorative responses. Participants will develop 
skills to put a stop to bullying behaviour while at the same time 
strengthening individuals and groups to prevent future harm. This 
is an introductory-intermediate level workshop intended for school 
personnel, social service providers, counsellors, parents and anyone 
working with children and youth.

Reg at 1-604-872-8661 

http://www.ctrinstitute.com/
node/814

October 22 – 24, 2014
The Coast Plaza Hotel  
and Suites
Vancouver, BC

The 4th Health and Wellbeing in Children, Youth, and Adults with 
Developmental Disabilities Conference: Life Transitions
The term Developmental Disabilities (DD) refers to individuals 
with Intellectual Disability, Autism and other Neurodevelopmental 
Syndromes such as Down Syndrome, Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorder and Fragile X. This conference will provide educational and 
informative updates on psychiatric, behavioural and complex health 
components specific to individuals with DD, and showcase best 
practices in the field. 
Cost $140 and up for various packages

Register and pay over the phone: 
Local/International:  
+1-604-827-3112 or toll-free within 
Canada/USA: 1-855-827-3112
(VISA or MasterCard)

http://interprofessional.ubc.ca/
HealthandWellbeing2014/default.asp

October 23, 2014 
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Hycroft  1489 McRae 
Avenue, Vancouver, BC

“Fish Don’t Climb Trees: Supporting Students with Learning 
Challenges”
Sue Hall, a Davis Dyslexia Correction Facilitator, is committed to 
methods that reach the source of learning challenges, and correct 
them, rather than simply treat the symptoms. She will explain 
how very simple strategies can prevent learning difficulties from 
arising. Sue believes there are very few people with actual learning 
disabilities; they just don’t learn the way they are taught. Cost $35

Register online at 
http://www.ldabc.ca/events/
Phone: 604.873.8139   
email: info@ldav.ca 

Mark your calendars



#3-3800 72nd Street
Delta, BC  V4K 3N2

www.reachdevelopment.org

You will receive a charitable tax receipt for the full amount of your donation
Your personal information will not be shared with other organizations

Fundraising news

Thank you for helping and making a difference in the lives 
of children, youth and families in our community!

To help or find out more please call  
call 604-946-6622 ext. 372 or 

at karenh@reachchild.org  

How You Can Help Reach.
Reach’s $4 million capital campaign to build a new child development centre in Ladner is close to its halfway mark, thanks to generous 
contributions by individuals, businesses and service clubs and you! 
There are lots of different ways you can help us Reach our goal and different ways you can contribute.  If you have ever thought about 
helping out at Reach, here are a number of ways you can do it: 

Join the Board of Directors for Reach Society and help guide the direction of services for   y
 children and youth.
• Join the Board of Directors for Reach Foundation to help raise funds for the Building for  
 Children Together project. 
• Join Reach Finance  Committee.
• Volunteer at our annual Reach for the Stars gala. 
• Volunteer at the Rockin’ for Reach benefit concert and dance on November 8th, 2014. 
• Volunteer in a variety of positions at FINDS, Reach’s Children’s Thrift Store in Ladner.
• Become a member of our events committee and help plan and organize fundraising and  
 community  events.

• One-time or monthly contribution.
• Join our 20/20 Vision club and donate $20 for 20 months. 
• Make a major gift: ask us about our different giving levels and naming rights.
• Sponsor Reach fundraising events.
• Donate items for our event silent auctions, or to FINDS, Reach’s Children’s Thrift Store.  

Shop at FINDS Reach’s Children’s Thrift Store to save money and give back to Reach early learning programs. 
100% of all sales go to Reach.  FINDS’ is located at 4927 Elliot Street Ladner, British Columbia V4K 4L2.   
Open Tuesday to Saturday from 10 am to 2 pm.  Visit the FINDS Facebook page for weekly special at  
www.facebook.com/findchildrenthriftstore  

Come to our fundraising events where you will have a great time, learn more about how Reach has made   y
 a difference in the lives of children, and shop for unique and exciting gifts, trips  and getaways, and luxury  
 wares at our silent and live auctions.  Ticket prices all go towards Reach as well. 

Stop for breakfast, lunch or dinner at McDonalds restaurants in Tsawwassen and Ladner on the first    y
   Wednesday in May for McHappy Day where proceeds from menu items will go towards Reach.  You’ll meet  
 volunteers face painting, making balloon animals and sharing information about Reach.

Create your own Pledge Page for Reach in just minutes, share what inspires you, and allow people to  • 
 donate online. Visit our website and look for the link.

Host your own or a company third-party event with proceeds going to Reach. Car washes, dances, golf   • 
   tournaments: whatever you are inspired to do.  Reach will support your event with an information table   
 and volunteer, and also help with promoting your event.

Become a charity sales ambassador, and sell products with proceeds donated to Reach.  Companies such  • 
 as Purdy’s chocolates, Discovery Toys, and Pistol and Burnes coffee have charity programs where portions  
 of sales go to your charity of choice.  Call our fundraising office to find out more. 


